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INTRODUCTIONS: The introductory paragraph is a very important part of an essay. It gets the readers attention and also states the thesis statement. 

What are different ways you can “HOOK” your reader?

- 

-

- 

- 

-
Claims:   

-Tells the reader how you will interpret the importance of the subject under discussion. 

-is a road map for the paper. It tells the reader what to expect from the rest of the paper. 

-directly answers the question asked of you. A claim is a stand on a question or subject, not the subject itself. 

-makes a claim that others might dispute. 
-is usually a single sentence somewhere in your first paragraph that presents your argument to the reader. 

Directions: Below are different prompts for a persuasive essay. Write a claim for each prompt. 

	Prompt
	Claim

	Many people believe that television has a negative effect on society because it promotes violence. Do you agree or disagree?


	

	In order to save money, your principal is thinking about canceling all field trips for the remainder of the year. Write an essay persuading him or her to allow students to continue attending field trips. Use specific reasons and examples to support your response. 
	

	Many parents give children a weekly or monthly allowance regardless of their behavior because they believe an allowance teaches children to be financially responsible. Other parents only give children an allowance as a reward for completing chores or when they have behaved properly. Explain what you think parents should do and why. 
	


